68	THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
the Chambers of Labour1 refused officially to accept the
legal time. Mussolini gave the movement his full support,
calling it c The first revolution of the Italian people against
their ruler.3 On April 65 1920, he wrote in his newspaper :
' I, too, am opposed to the " legal time ", because it
represents a form of state coercion and interference. It
is not a question of politics, nationalism, or utility ; I
am for the individual and against the state. Down with
the state in any shape or form : the state of yesterday,
to-day, and to-morrow, the bourgeois state, the socialist
state. For us then, the last survivors of individualism,
nothing remains to carry us through the night of the
present and the future save the religion, absurd but always
comforting, of anarchy/
And the article ended with the word anarchy in bold type.
Clashes between demonstrators and authorities increased,
but the former always came off worst, for though excited
they were unarmed. While the dead lay in the streets—
and there were nearly always some—the workers retaliated
by calling a general strike. Sometimes the railwaymen
stopped trains carrying the Royal Guard or vans loaded
with arms for the war against the Soviets. Early in 1920
there took place the first occupations of factories2 since
those of Dalmine in March 19 ig.3 Tension became extreme
in June with a revolt at Ancona, when soldiers, supported
by the working class of the town, refused to embark for
Albania. But in spite of the resistance put up in various
places the revolt was quickly suppressed.
These upheavals disconcerted the workers' and socialist
organizations, whose method with the over-excited masses
was alternately to advise calm and promise them revolution.
A manifesto was drawn up by the Socialist Party, the
1	The Chamber of Labour (Camera del Lavoro) was the meeting-place of
all the local syndicates of every description.   Generally speaking, there was
one in every provincial capital and in other places of importance.
2	Between February and June factories were occupied, and more or less
successful attempts made to run them, in Sestri Fonenti and Viareggio
(Ansaldo), at the Ilva (Naples), in the Mazzoni textile works at Torre Pellice,
in Asti, at the Miani and Silvestri machine shops in Naples, in Sesto San
Giovanni, at the Ilva (Piombino).
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